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CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S DECISION ON AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
OW061206 Beifing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 0705 GMT 5 Oct 79 OW 


[Decision of the CCP Central Camnittee on Some Questions Concerning the Acceleration of 
Agricultural Developyent adopted by the 4th plenary session of the llth CCP Central 
Committee on 28 September--Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin at 1200 GMT on 5 October 
reports that this decision was promulgated on 5 October] 


[Text] Beijing, 5 Oetober--M the great cause of building socialism, the Chinese 

people have entered a new historical period of realizing the four modernizations. Since 
1979 the emphasis of the work of ow party and state has been shifted to construction 

for socialist modernization. The most important task now facing us is to concentrate our 
energies on a rapid developr >. of ow still backward agriculture. This is because 
agriculture is the foundation of the national economy and the high-speed development of 
agricultwre is a basic condition far insuring the realization of the four modernizations. 
Only by speecing up the development of agricultural production and achieving agricultur- 
al modernizat Lons step by step can we bring prosperity to the peasants who make up 80 
percent of our country's population. ily thus can we promote a vigorous development of 
the national economy as a whole, strengthen the worker-peasant alliance and consolidate 
the socialist system and the dictatorship of the proletariat in our country. The party 
Central Committee has made the following decision. 


I. Unifying the Rnitire Party's Understanding of the Agricultural Question in Ow Country 


Im order te speed «up agricultural development, all party comrades must have a unified 

and correct understanding of the present conditions and past experiences in our country's 
agriculture. Since the founding of the PRC, ow country, under the guidance of Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, has successfully carried out the socialist transformation 
ef agriculture through arduous struggle by hundreds of millions of peasants and large 
numbers of cadres. Compared with 1949, cur grain output in 1978 increased 1.7 times 

an@ the production of cash crops, forestry, animal husbandry, sideline production and 
fishery as well as canmune- and brigade-run enterprises all developed at varying degrees. 
Thus, we have made tremendous achievements. Agricultural developments are particularly 
remarkable im some areas. Large nwoabers of big, medium and small water conservancy 
projects and large tracts of farmland insured of a steady high yield have been built 
throughout the country. Considerable developments have been made in chemical fertilizer, 
agricultural machinery, irrigation and drainage equipment and electricity for tie 
countryside. 


Im general, however, ow agricultural development over the past 20 years has not been 
rapid enough. Thus, there is a very sharp contradiction between agricultural development 
on the one hand and the needs of the people and the requirements of the four moderniza- 
tions on the other. Between 1957 and 1978 the country's population imsreased by 300 
million, 40 million of whom were non-agricultural people, while the total area under 
cultivation decreased because of land used for capital construction and other purposes. 
Therefore, although there were increases in both yield per unit area and total grain 
output, per-capita grain output in 1978 was only equivalent to that in 1957. The 
average per-capita annual income for the agricultural population was only a little over 
7O yuan, and that of a canmune member in nearly one-fourth of the production teams was 
less than 50 yuan. Qn the average, the collective fund accumulation of each production 
brigade was less than 10,000 yuan, and some production brigades could not even carry 

out simple reproduction. Mdustry and all other undertakings Just cannot advance without 
speeding up agricultural] development. In that case, the four modernizations will be 

out of the question. The seriousness and urgency of our country's agricultural question 
must draw the full attention of all comrades throughout the party. 


Agricultural development in our country over the past 29 years has taken a tortuous course, 
In the 45-year recovery period and the first 5-year plan period after liberation, we 
accomplished land reform, won tremendous victories in the soclallst transformation of 
agriculture, carried out large-scale socialist economic construction in an orderly 

manner and made fairly big developments in agricultural production throughout the 

country. The average annual increase in the country's grain output was 7 percent 

during those 8 years. 


In the efforts to establish people's communes and the Great Leap Forward in 1958, the 
revolutionary enthusiasm displayed by the broad masses of people in doing away with 
superstitions, emancipating their minds and daring to think and ac.vwas highly commend- 
able. However, we made mistakes by "giving arbitrary and impractical directions," 
"engaging in boasting and exaggeration" and "stirring up a wind of communication" 
because we lacked experience in leading the nationwide socialist collectivization of 
agriculture and lacked a sober mind. in addition, there were natural disasters and 
the Government of the Soviet Union canceled its contracts with us and withdrew its 
experts from our country. Thus, ow country met with serious setbacks in agriculture 
in the 50's and the early 60's, 


Under the leadership of tne party Central Committee and Comrades Mao Zedong and Zhou 
Enlai and through the efforts of the whole party and the peop.ie throughout the country, 
we corrected our shortcomings and mistakes in work, overcame difficulties, brought 
about agricultural recovery and made new developments in a fairly short period of time. 
During the 10 years of the Great Cultural Revolution, the ultraleftist line pushed by 
the conspiratorial cliques of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" seriously undermined paity 
organizations at various levels, the party's policies and fine traditions and the work 
style in the countryside. This ultraleftist line undermined the collective economy and 
the worker-peasant alliance and most seriously dampened the enthhusilasm of the peasants 
and cadres. Agriculture was able to develop to a certain degree in the 70's only 
because the cadres and masses re sted the attempts of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 
to go against the historical trend. 


Our country's experience in agricultural development over the past 20 years shows that 
after the completion of socialist transformation we must make a correct assessment of 
class struggle, have a correct policy in this regard and pay close attention to main- 
taining social and political stability; otherwise, productive forces and relations of 
proauction in socialist agriculture will be disrupted. In Such a case, agriculture 
cannot, of course, develop fast. At the same time, we must carry out our work according 
to the natural and economic laws. In some specific fields of work, we failed in the 
past to regard agriculture as the foundation Of the national economy and some of the 
policies and measures we adopted were not conducive to developing agriculture, forestry, 
animal husbandry, sideline production and fishery in an all-round way or to bringing 

the socialist enthusiasm of the peasants into full play. The state's support for 
agriculture was inadequate, and it was not put to effective use. The technical trans- 
formation of agriculture was not carried out as a central task, for a long time 
insufficient attention was paid to agricultural scientific research and education and 
the principle of developing agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, sideline production 
and fishery was implemented very poorly. All this obstructed the rapid development of 
agriculture. Therefore, we must keep firmly in mind the following major experiences 

and lessons in order to speed up agricultural recovery and development; 


1. We must maintain the political situation of stability and unity for a long time to 
come. Unless we meet this prerequisite, the realization of the four modernizations, 
including agricultural modernization, before the end of this century will be out of the 
question. Since the downfall of the "gang of four," stability and unity have been 
achieved. This excellent situation has not been brought about easily. We must there- 
fore cherish and support it and try in every possible way to develop it. 


2. We must correctly understand and handle class struggle in the countryside and 
throughout the country, correctly carry out socialist education among the peasants, 
prevent interference from the “left" or from the righ+ and pay particular attention to 
eliminating the pernicious influence of the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four," 


After the cooperative transformation of agriculture, class struggle still exists in the 
countryside, but the class enemies who take a hostile attitude to socialism and attempt 
to undermine it are only a tiny minority of the population. Therefore, it is wrong to 
ignore or exaggerate class struggle. Those to whom we must deal resolute blows are a 
very small number of class enemies carrying out sabotage activities; no one should con- 
fuse the two different types of contradictions or deliberately exaggerate or fabricate 
class struggle so as to undermine unity and harm good people. 


Practical experience in protracted struggle shows that the broad masses of peasants in 
our country resolutely support the party's leadership and are willing to take the social- 
ist road. In the struggle for agricultural modernization, we should rely more on the 
peasants and bring their enthusiasm into full play. Mm dealing with spontaneous capitalist 
tendencies existing among a small number of peasants, we shculd adopt the method of 
patient persuasion and education to help them overcome such tendencies. Here it is all 
the more necessary to distinguish between socialism and capitalism. A diversified 
economy developed by communes and brigades is a socialist economy. The commune members! 
small plots or livestock tended for personal needs, their household sideline production 
and village fair trade are all auxiliary or supplementary elements of the socialist 
economy, and no one should criticize or ban them as a reflection of capitalist economy. 
The principles of distribution according to work and more pay for more work are socialist 
principles, and no one should oppose them as capitalist principles. The system of three- 
level ownership by the commune, the production brigade and the production team, with the 
production team as the basic accounting unit, accords with the current level of develop- 
ment of agricultural productive forces in our country, and no one should arbitrarily 
change it and make the production brigade the basic accounting wnit instead of the 
production team when the production team is still poor. 


3. We must concentrate our efforts on properly transforming agricultural technology and 
developing agricultural productive forces. We must never forget that our party's basic 
line on agriculture has been the realization of the technological transformation of 
agriculture on the basis of agricultural collectivization. If this is forgotten, the 
worker «peasant alliance cannot be consolidated, capitalism cannot be overcome by social- 
ism and tre basic interests of the party and the people will be disregarded. Development 
of agricultural capital construction--including water conservancy, farmland, pastures, 
forestry, fishing grounds, livestock shelters, feed processing plants, slaughterhouses, 
warehouses, sunning grounds, roads, marsh gas ponds and other construction projects to 
utilize natural resources--and development of enterprises run by communes and brigades 
in the rural areas play a notable part in transforming the natural conditions for 
agricultural production and in raising the peasants! material capability of expanding 
production, and must therefore be given great attention. 


&. We must continually and steadily carry out the party's various policies for the 

rural areas in the current stage. Those policies, which have been proven by practice 

as effective, must never be rashly changed, for this would destroy the people's faith and 
dampen the peasants' enthusiasm. Simultaneously, those erroneous policies that are not 
conducive to encouraging the peasants' productive enthusiasm nor to the development of 
agricultural productive forces must be resolutely revised and corrected. 


5. We mst steadfastly implement the principle of taking agriculture as the foundation. 
The party Central Committee, State Couneil and all ministries and commissions that are in 
charge of economic work must pay special attention to insuring complete implementation 

of this principle. In formulating the national economic plan, we must truly follow the 
order of agriculture and light and heavy industries; maintain a balance between agriculture 
and industry and give priority consideration to the burden on agriculture while completing 
various construction projects. The tional, municipal, industrial, communications, 
financial and trade, scientific, technological, cultural, educational and public health 
departments and the PLA must strengthen their material and technological support for 
agriculture. 


6. We must correctly and thoroughly implement the policies of "simultaneous develop- 

went of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, sideline occupations and fishery" and 

of “taking grain as the key link, making all-round development, suiting measures to local 
conditions and having suitable concentrations." The success or failure of grain production 
is related to the problems of feeding 900 million people and preparedness against war and 
naturel disasters. Therefore, we must pay close attention to this issue. 


In the pest we were right in paying close attention to grain production; but at the sane 
time we negleeted and hurt the economic crops, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery, 
and paid no attention to maintaining the ecological balance. This is a big lesson. We 
wust fully utilise our country's advantageous natural conditions and fully tap the poten- 
tiel strength of all fields in order to bring about great development in agriculture, 
forestry, enimal husbandry, sideline occupations and fishery. Development of cereal and 
eccnomie crops must also be suitably concentrated according to the special features of 
each area. There must be a planned, step-by-step transformation of our present agricul- 
tural structure and composition of the people's foods’ ..°fs, and we must change the sicua- 
tion that only emphasises the growing of cereal crops and not of economic crops, forestry, 
Sideline occupations and fishery, 


7. Our leadership over agriculture must proceed from reality. We must do our work eccording 
to naturel and economic laws and in the interest of the people. We must uphold the prin- 
eiple of running a people's commme in a democratic way and respect and protect the commune 
menbers' democratic rights. By no means should there be abuse of administrative orders, 
diind commands and arbitrary uniformity for complicated situations. 


The smashing of the "gang of four" has swept away the biggest obstacle on our road of 
edvance and has made it possible for us to wake full use of all advantageous conditions. 

We have gained confidence in accelerating agricultural development. We have a superior 
socialist system, abundant natural resources, 800 million brave and hard-working peasants 
and a great many well-experienced rural cadres and agricultural scientists and technicians. 
Our industry is already considerably developed and is capable of gradually providing modern 
teehnology and equipment to modernise our agriculture. 


In addition to the 1.5 billion m of already cultivated farmland, we still have large 
areas of undeveloped land, grassland, forests, mountain areas suitable for growing 
forests or developing the livestock industry and both freshwater and saltwater areas 
suitable for aquatic products. In short, we have many advantageous conditions for developing 
agriculture. If only we persist on the socialist road, uphold the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, follow the party's leadership, adhere to Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, 
be truly good at summing up past experiences both positive and negative, always adhere 

to the dialectical materialist ideology and line, hold firmly to the Marxist principle 
that practice is the only criterion for testing truth and continuously study new problems 
and sum up new experiences, then we can surely mobilize all positive factors to fulfill 
the grand goal of agricultural modernization within this century. 


II. Twenty -Pive Policies and Measures for Developing Agriculture 


To rapidly change our country's backwardness in agriculture, we must adopt specifically 
a series of policies and measures in the next 2 to 3 years in order to accelerate agri- 
cultural development, lighten the peasants' burden, increase their income and gradually 
realise agricultural modernization. 


In setting down our agricultural and rural economic policies, we must first of all give 
full play to the advantages of our socialist system and fully mobilize the enthusiasm of 
China's 800 million peasants. While strengthening ideological education in socialisa 
among the peasants, we must show genuine concern for their material well-being and com- 
pletely guarantee their ‘emocratic rights. Without material interests and political rights, 
it is impossible for any class to have genuine enthusiasm. Whether or not our policy 
meets the needs of the development of productive forces depends on whether or not our 
policy can mobilize the peasants' enthusiasm for production. Next, we must effectively 
strengthen the state's material and technological support for agriculture and provide 
agriculture with advanced technological equipment to gradually raise the peasants’ scien- 
tific and technological level. If we rely solely on the peasants' own material resources 
and enthusiasm without providing them with state support, it is impossible to rapidly 
develop our agrivulture, much less to realize azricultural modernization. State support 
ean aghieve better results when the peasants' enthusiasm is aroused, and the peasants’ 
enthusiasm can become greater and greater when state support for agriculture is stepped 
up. The two factors complement each other. 


Rased on the above guiding ideology, the central organs believe that at present we mst 
adopt the following 25 agricultural and rural ecoomic policies and measures for 
increasing production: 


1. The rights of omership and of making decisions of the people's communes, production 
brigades end production teams must be effectively protected by state laws. No unit or 
individual may encroach upon or rob these units of their interests. So long as the 
socialist orientation is upheld, state policies, laws and decrees obeyed and state 
guidance plans adhered to, the basic accounting units of the people's commune have the 
authority to carry out planting and sowing suited to local conditions, to decide on 
measures for increasing production, to determine management methods, to distribute 

their own product for ready cash and to resist blind commands of any leading organ or 
leaders. 


2. No unit or individual is permitted to commandeer manpower, land, livestock, machinery, 
funds, products and material resourees from production teams. Governments are not per- 
mitted to increase the expenditure of the collectives and comsune members when setting up 
enterprises and undertakings in the countryside--not including the enterprises and under- 
takings operated by the peasants themselves--apart from what is stipulated in state laws 
and decrees. 


It is essential to keep to the principles of voluntary participation and mutual benefit 
in building farm improvement projects and developing commune enterprises. No unit is 
permitted to draw manpower from people's communes and production brigades and team: apart 
from what is provided for in the siate plan. The transfer of contract and temporary 
labor under thw state plan must be made through contracts in which the amount of 
reasonable remuneration is stipulated. 


3. Economic organizations at various levels of the people's communes must conscientiously 
implement the principle of "from each according to his ability, to each according to his 
work" and shall give more pay for more work, less pay for less work and equal pay for 
equal work, regardless of sex. It is necessary to strengthen management based orn fixed 
quotas, work out payment in accordance with che amount and quality of work done, establish 
the necessary system of reward and punishment and firmly overcome egalitarianism. Work 
points can be reccrded either according to production quotas or according to time, after 
proper appraisai through discussion. Labor contracts can also be signed with job groups 
under the prerequisite of unified accounting and distribution in preduction teams. Remun- 
eration for labor is to be calculated in close connection with production output, and 
rewards should be given to those who have overfulfilled their production quotas. It is 
not permitted to divide up the farmland for individual farming. Except for those with 
special requirements to develop sideline production and the few individual households in 
remote hilly areas with poor communications, the fixing of output quotas based on the 
household should not be practiced. The distribution of commune members' food rations 
should generally be based on work point rations and basic food rations. This iistribu- 
tion can also be made on the basis of the work points while taking into consideration 
those who need special care, or it can be done by means of a method decided on by the 
majority of commune members. The amount of basic food rations is to be determined according 
to a person's position. Following the development of the collective economy, there shoul... 
be a gradual introduction of collective welfare services to insure that the livelihood of 
the old, weak, orphaned, widowed and crippled commune members as well as disabled military 
men and family members of revolutionary martyrs is well protected. 


4%, Small plots of land and animals for private use by commune members, domestic side 
occupations and village fairs are adjuncts of the socialist economy and must not be 
repudiated as capitalist factors. On the contrary, while insuring the consolidation and 
development of the collective economy, the peasants should be encouraged and neiped to 
engage in domestic side occupations, increase their incomes and stimulate the rural 


economy. 


5. It is essential for the people's commmnes to provide stable continuity of the system 
of three levels of owmership, with the production team as the basic accounting unit, and 
concentrate their efforts on developing production forces. Where conditions are not 
favorable to changing the basic accounting unit from the production team to the produc- 
tion brigade and the majority of commune members are not for it, such a transition sust 

not be carried out. Such a change should be approved by the leading organ at the provin- 
cial level, where conditions are proper and most of the members are for the change. Places 
where the production brigade has already become the bagic accounting unit and where there 
are conditions to contime this change must persistently rum the brigade well. 


6. In the next 3 or 5 years, state investments for agriculture should gradually rise 
to about 18 percent of total expenditures for capital construction. The outlays for 
agricultural establishments and funds to aid communes and brigades should gradually rise 
to 8 pereent cf the total state expenditure. Local government revenues must be used 
mainly for agriculture and the branches of industry that serve it. 


7. The annual total of agricultural loans should more chan double tree now to 1985. 

The state must issue in a planned way long term, low-interest or nominel-interest loans 
for special projects, some to be repaid in 10 years, some in 15, others by the end or 

this century. In order to meet the needs for credit in rural areas, the China Agricuitural 
Bank must carry out its work well in extending credit in rural areas. 


8. Starting in 1979 when the swamer grain is marketéd, the state grain purchase price 
will rise by 20 percent and the price for the amount purchased above the quota by an addi- 
tional 50 pereent. The state will alee raise the purchase price for cotton, -o1l-bea: ing 
and sugar crops, animel byproducts, aquatic and forestry products step by step, depending 
on the concrete conditions. The factory price and the market price of farm machinery, 
Chemical fertilizer, insecticides, plascics and other manufactured goods for farm use 
will be cut step by step on the basis of reduced cost of production, and these benefits 
will in general te passed on to the peasants. After the purchase price of farm produce 
is reised, the market price of food grain will remain unchanged and the selling price of 
other farm products needed for daily life mst also be kept stable. If some prices have 
to be raised, appropriate subsidies will be given to the consumers. Fram now on we sust 
continue to make necossary adjustments in the price levels between industrial and agri- 
cultura! products according to the situation in developing the natioral economy and on 
the basiz of the principle of the exchange of equal values. 


9. For a relatively long period hereafter, the national grain purcheze quota will con- 
tinue t> be based on the "fixed five-year period" from 1971 to 1975. Moreover, from 
1979 onward, the state purchase will be reduced by 5 billion jin in order to reduce the 
burden on the peasants and to develop production. Paddy rice growing areas with food 
rations under 400 jin and nonstapie food grain growing areas with food rations under 
300 jin are exempted from state purchases. It is absolutely impermissible to purchase 
grain excessively. 


10. There must be continued, resolute and vigorous efforts to develop, according to local 
conditions, the farm capital construction projects that are needed for producing, storing 
and processing products in agriculture, forestry, livestock breeding, sideline production 
and fishery. All farming sreas that produce mainly grain crops should contime to regard 
water control and soil amelioration as the key link; energetically plant trees and grow 
grass; tackle mountains, rivers, farmland, forests and roads in a comprehensive way; 
actively and gradually transform production conditions; and raise resistance to natural 
disasters by constructing farmland that will give stable, high yields even in times of 
drought and waterlogging. At the same time, it is also necessary to pay attention to the 
production of economic crops and to forestry, livestock breeding, side-occupations and 
fishery in a manner appropriate to local conditions. By 1985, the state should witness 

a comparatively large expansion of areas under irrigation and of farmland giving stable, 
high yields even in times of drought and waterlogging. The state must continue to build 

a larg number of large-sohle, key water conservancy projects. The local areas must regard 
the development of medium-sized and small projects and the conveyance system as their main 
task and link all projects, large, medium-sized and small. They must combine the efforts 
of the professionals and the masses, pay attention to actual results, insure high quality 
and guard against formalism. In developing various farmland capital construction projects, 
it is necessary to fully arouse the masses, conduct discussions in a democratic way, 
proceed from the actual local conditions, make overall arrangements and long-range plans 
and implement them step by step. Unified plans should be made with due consideration for 
capital construction and production at the present time, 


11. While making complete use of existing cultivated land, the state farms an‘ people's 
communes should reclaim wasteland in a planned manner in places where conditions exist. 
For the first 5 years the produce of the newly reclaimed land cultivated by the ccamunes 
and brigades will not be subject to state purchase. Land reclamatior must be carried out 
without damaging forests, pastures or water conservancy projects, nor should it obstruct 
the storage or discharge of floodwater. In appropriste places, projects for reelaiming 
land from the sea can be carried out to build farmland, but this should not undermine salt 
production. Land reclamation should not be carried ou: on lakes and in coastal areas 
that can be used more profitably for fish breeding and other forms of productior. Indus- 
trial and mining enterprises must conscientiously solve pollution problems and avoid dan- 
aging witer resources, the atmosphere and other natural resources as well as agriculture, 
No organ, group, military unit, enterprise or school may willfully occupy and use the 
arable land of communes and farms, pastures and forests. In developing absolutely necessary 
capital construction projects, it is necessary to conserve land in a down-tv-earth manner 
and try one's best not to occupy arable land, or occupy as little as possible. It is 
essential to formate and promigate laws on land as soon as possible. 


12. It is necessery to run state farms well in order to provide the state with even more 
marketable grains, industrial crops end other agricultural and subsidis:y products. Those 
state farms now still operating at a loss should reverse the situation and turn deficits 
into profits within a definite pericd of time. State farms that are well managed and 
accumulate more profits may increase the incomes of staff workers and workers. Until 
1965, state farm profits need to be delivered to the state, but can be used to expand 
production, do a better job of developing a diversified economy, promcte agricultural 

and animal product processing industries, develop a commercial service to sell their own 
products, expeditiously establish joint enterprises of agriculture, industry and commerce 
and play an exemplary and leading role in agricultural modernization. 


13. It is necessary to increase the production of chemical fertilizers, insecticides, 
Plastics for agricultural use and all kinds of herbicides at a faster pace and to gurantee 
the quality of all products. Me-zswhile, efforts should also be made to extensively 
accumulate farm manure, grow more green-fertilizer plants, produce more cake fertilizers 
(bing fei 7399 5142] and other organic fertilizers and actively promote the returning of 
stalks [jie gan 4“##7 2616] to the fields on a still wider scale. iIn increasing chemical 
fertilisers, it is necessary to strive to maintain reasonable ratios in the output of 
nitrogen, phosphorous and potash fertilizers. The output of various insecticide:;, 
herbicides and plastics for agricultural use should also be increased by a large margin. 
It is necessary to promote scientific methods of applying fertilizers and agricultural 
chemicals on a still wider seale so as to make better use of chemical fertilizers and 
insecticides. Earnest efforts should be made to study effective measures against pollu- 
tion in regard to crops, water surfaces and the environment by chemical fertilizers and 
insecticides and to actively promote pest prevention and control. 


14, Fine strains of seeds should be selected, cultivated, introduced and promoted in a 
positive way. While continuing to do a good job in running the seed-breeding fields of 
production brigades and production teams and the country- and commme-run farms that are 
cultivating fine strains of seeds, it is also necessary to build the seed production bases 
at provincial, prefecture and county levels without delay and systematically achieve 
specialization in seed cultivation, mechanization in seed processing, standardization in 
seed quality and regionalization in growing different species of seeds in oe: rtain areas, 
Meanwhile, efforts should also be made to institute and perfect the management system of 
the seed supply companies, to map out adequate rules and regulations governing the evalua- 
tion of different species of seeds, the cultivation and popularization of fine strains of 
seeds, the management, the examination of seeds and the control of seed degeneration and 
of mixing different varieties of seeds and to formulate as well as promulgate a law on 
seeds at an early date. To guarantee a higher production of seeds, the supply of fine 
strains of seeds should be carried out on the basis of higher’ prices for better quality. 


15. It is necessary to develop the mechanization of agriculture, forestry, animl 
husbaniry, sideline occupations and fisheries and to increase the proportion of zechani- 
zation tn animal husbandry in accordance with the principle of adaptation to local em- 
ditions, There should be vigorous development in the transport and loading-w loading 
facilit:.es for agricultural use. Efforts should be made to do a pore effective job of 
read ,usting, restructuring, consolidating and improving our farm madhinery industry, to 
improve the product quality to lower production costs, to gradually achieve standardiza- 
tion, wide versatility and a complete range of farm machinery and tools and to supply 
the necessary accessories and spare parts. The problems of providing our existing farm 
machinery with supplesentary items and producing the necessary accessories and spare parts 
for all types of farm machinery and tools should be solved within the next 2 or 3 years. 
We will thereby be able to double the working efficiency of our existing farm machinery. 
In the future there must be proportionate production af tractors [zhu ji 0U31 2623] and 
matching farm implements and other necessary accessories and spare parts. The Ministry 
of Agricultural Machinery should do a good job in the unified management of scientific 
research, design, production, operational control, repeir, maintenanee, supply aid 
marketing of farm machinery as well as persormel training. Two different methods can 

be adopted in estadlishing the tractor stations--the commmes and production brigades 
may purchase their owm tractors, and in esse of insuff.icient funds, the state will pro- 
vide loans to communes and brigades; the cther method is for the state to build tractor 
stations for the commmes and brigades at a reasonable cost. The first method is te 

be the major one. 


16, While keeping a firm grip on grain production, it is also necessary to grasp well 
the production of industrial crops such as cotten, oi1l-bearing crops and sugar-bearing 
crops, pay attention to forestry, animal husbandry, sideline cecupations and fisher 
and strive for the better growth of both grains and industrial crops ané the further 
simultaneous development of agriculture, forestry, animal husbendry, sideline zecupa- 
tions end fisheries. We must fully arouse enthusiam in all fields and gradually exploit 
md utilize all natural resources that can be utilized so as to make the er*ire rural 
economy flourish. 


17. It is necessary to vigorously carry out afforestation and to pay attention te raising 
the survival rate of trees. Concentrated efforts should be made to build the forest 
shelterbelts in nortiwest, north and northeast China, establish an afforestation network 
to protect farmland in north China, the central plains and northeast China, plant trees 
around houses and along rivers, roads and ditches and carry out such key projects as 
establishing timber forests in the 10 provinces south of the Chang Jiang and econen!+ 
forest bases in south and north Chine and promoting reforestation ir northeast China's 
forestry zones. Proceeding from reality, all localities should adopt effective plans 

to plant trees on all barcen hilis and land thet oan be efforested within a specified 
period of time. It is necessary to strive to adopt advanced technology, step up the 
comprehensive use of forest resources and carry out rational logging. It is also necessary 
to cultivate, introduce and popularize fine strains of saplings and to pay attention to 
growing o1l-bearing woody plants and cther edible woody plants. Earnest efforts should 

be made to implement the forestry act, effectively protect the forests, strictly forbid 
illegal tree cutting, resolutely correct the erroneous practice of neglecting afforesta- 
tion and forest management and effectively prevent forest fires. 


18. It is necessary to vigorously develep animal husbandry and increase the snount of 
animal husbandry in agriculture. Special attention should be paid to raising such grass- 
eating animals as eattle, sheep and rabbits. In developing animal husbandry, it is not 
only necessary to take into account livestock tending and the mumber of head of livestock, 
but, more importantly, raising the survival rate ard providing more meat from each 

»ead of livestock. 
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Commune members should be encouraged to continue the household raising of pigs, cattle 
and sheep and to actively develop the colJective raising of pigs, cattle and sheep. 
Earnest efforts should also be made to i:prove livestock breeds, step up the construction 
of mountainside pastures in grassland aré ag-icultural areas, build water conservancy 
projects, improve grass seeds, use pastures rationally, carr, out livestock grasing 

on a rotational basis, increase animal carrying capacity and do a good job in preventing 
epidemics among livestock. A grassland law should be promulgated without delay. A cer- 
tain number of modernized livestock breeding farms and domestic fowl farms, modernized 
Slaughterhouses, freezing plants and animal products processing plants should systemati- 
cally be built in our country's pastoral areas and in the suburban areas of large an? 
medium-sized cities. 


19. It is necessary to rationally use our resources of aquatic products, speed up fishery 
production and strive to increase our aqv:tic products. It is important to fully use and 
exploit all available water surfaces and sea and lake shores, develop freshwater and salt- 
water cultivation as much as possible, grow more fish, shrimp, shells, frogs, kelp and 
laver in accordance with the principle of adaptation to actual local conditions and expand 
breeding grounds with earnest efforts. Certain organs or special personnel must be respon- 
sible for making down-to-earth arrangements for the investigation and utilization of 
matural resources and the allocation of funds, material supplies, technical guidance ani 
products processing so as to guarantee the rapid development of all kinds of cultivation 
projects. Itis necessary to effectively readjust coastal fishing operations, vier > 9717 
open up ocean fishing grounds and conscientiously implement the regulations on’. © 
tection of aquatic resources. Fishery laws should be promulgated without dela: «2 an to 
strengthen fishery administration and management. Advanced technology and equ. °“t “hould 
be adopted to promote the modernization of harvesting, breeding, processing, st«.- and 
transportation in the fishery industry. Specified numbers of fishery bases should be built 
gradually. While promoting cultivation of all kinds of aquatic products on the outski)ts 
of cities, fish and shrimp raising should also be conducted by factories where conditions 
are favorabl:.. 


20. It is necessary to achieve a major development in enterprises run by commmes and 
production brigades and to gradually increase their income in proportion to the economic 
income of the commune's three-level ownership. The enterprises run by comsunes and pro- 
duction brigades should gradually process all suitable agricultural and subsidiary pro- 
ducts in co.formance with rational economic principles. Factories in urban areas should 
distribute in a planned way a certain portion of products or accessories and spare parts 
suitable for rural processing to enterprises run by communes and production brigades and 
provide them with equipment and technical guidance. With regard to production, supply 
and marketing in enterprises run by communes and production brigades, various forms should 
be adopted so as to link them with the national evonomic plans at various levels and 
guarantee smooth supply and marketing at the same time. A policy to reduce or wave taxes 
will be implemented by the state in accordance with the conditions of each enterprise 
run by communes and production brigades. 


21. In doing commercial work, it is necessary to conscientiously implement the prin- 
ciple of trade for equal value and to do an even better job in the exchange of commodities 
between the urban and rural ereas. iIn purchasing farm and sideline products from rural 
areas, price must be based on quality, and any practice of forcing grades or prices dowm 
is strictly prohibited. The means of production and livelihood needed in the rural areas 
must be supplied in good time and with guranteed quality and fair poies. With regard to 
such items as grain, sotton and oil-bearing crops, which are purchased under a state 
monopoly, and other ferm and sidelines products which are under the unified procurement, 
assigned procurement and negotiated procurement, contracts should be signed for all pro- 
ducts and observed accordingly. Under no circumstances should coercion or comandism 

be practiced. 
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22. Agrieulture should strive to inerease the preduetien of goods fer export. The state 
has deeided to alloeate a special foreign exehange fund to assist eagh previnee, muniei- 
pality and autonomous region in developing industrial ereps, native and apeeial preducts, 
animal husbandry, sideline ocecupations and fisheries and the related processing industries. 
Under the state's unified plan, theese localities will sarmafaeture produets that sell well 
on international markets, gain a high return of foreign exehange and recover capital invest - 
ments quickly. Conorete measures will be worked out by the State Planning Commission and 
other departments concerned, 


23. Crop yield has been le and grain shortages have existed for a long time in some 
parte of northwest and scuthweset China and in remote mountainous areas, ainority nation- 
ality regions and borde’: areas. Consequently, the people there live in poverty. The 
slow development of prceduction in these areas is not only an economic but a political 
problem as well. The State Couneil will set up a special eummittee comeed of respon- 
sible comrades from departments concerned to make overall) plans and organise forees to 
support these areas materially and teennically and to help then lift themselves out of 
poverty vy developing production. It is aleo necessary to help poor communes and 
brigades in other parts of the country to improve their situation as soon as possible. 
Funds allocated by the state as aid to poor ecamunes and brigades must be used for 
produetion and construction. 


24. It ie necessary to make resolute, continuous efforta te earry out faaily planning, 

to do a good job of propaganda and education in this regard, to ehange rigid, unsuitadle 
methods and to guarantee medical services and supplies. It is essential to adapt effee- 
tive polieies and measures, especially economic measures, to gredually reduce the popu- 

lation growth rate to about 0.5 pereent by 1995. 


25. Proteeting and modilising the enthusiagm of the large nuabere of basic-level rurel 
cadres is an important link in apeeding up agriculture) Gevelopment. The overwhelaing 

wma jority of the basie-level rural eadres are goed or comparatively good. Rreving wind and 
rain, fighting the elements and not becoming upset by criticion, they work hard the entire 
year together with the masses of peasants, making treaendous contributions to our country's 
agrieulture. Exeept for a very emall number of bed elements, those cadres who have wade 
mistakes must, through education, be helped to mend their waye and eentinvue their advanee. 
Some basie-level eadres have made mistakes in work because some taske and polieies laid 
down by central or higher authorities vere impreper or wnelear: the central er higher 
euthorities should bear the responsibility fer suenh aistakes. Efforts must be stepped 

up to examine and exonerate dasie-level eadres who in past pelitical movements were 
unjustly, faleely or wrongly charged or senteneed. Ti.e wages and well-being of ecumune 
cadres and agroteehnieians should be improved properly and gre@vally. The ineom of 
brigade eadres should be a little higher than the average ineome ef loeal workers on the 
eam level. Cadres who have carried out their work well should be commended and given 
material rewards. Speeial plans should be worked out for s*epping w the treining and 
education of these cadres in polities, culture, management and epeeial tednnelogy. 

Cadres at the commune, brigade and preduetion team levels mast be eleeted periedicariy 

at representative or general meetings of eemmune members, and they mst sudjeet ti .ea- 
selves to supervision by the mneses. All economic accounts must pericdically ve mnde 
public. All communes and brigades must be managed democratically, and eadres mest give 
full seope to the demoeratio style of work and persistently participate in collective 
produetive labor. It ie necessary to maintain the stadility ef the eadre renks. 
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Party committees at all levels should continue to lead the broad masses of cadres and 
peasants in learning from Dashai's basic experience--the prineiple of resolutely putting 
polities in ecmmand and doing ideological work first, the spirit of self-reliance and 
hard struggle and the communist style of loving the state and the collective. At the 
same time, they must resolutely implement the party's agriculturel and rural economic 
polieies, study our ow good experiences and those of foreign countries, strive to 
master advanced seience and technology and learn to manage modern, large-scale 
agriculture. 


Changes take place in our undertakings day after day. In the past, a large number of 
advanced units have come to the fore in the movement to learn from Dashai. New models 
will emerge one after another. Dazhai and all other advanced units throughout the 
country evaluate themselves according to the prineiple of one dividing into two and 
strive to make fregh achievements and gain new experiences in order to make new con- 
tributions to speeding up our country's agricultural development. 


III, The Plan for Agricultural Modernization 


Medernising our agriculture ia an all-round way and thoroughly changing the face of our 
countryside represent® a great, unprecedented revolution in our history. To achieve this 
goal, we must take into eonsideration our country's special characteristics of having a 
large population and a small area of farmland, being economically weak and having a low 
soientifie and cultural level, but being blessed with a vast territory, fairly rich natural 
resources and plenty of manpower. We must conscientiously sum wp our experiences, 
modestly learn from the advanced experiences of other countries, try in every possible 
way to avoid the drawbacks of technologically advanced countries and blaze a path for 
modernising our agr ioulture according to the actual conditions in our country. 


While striving to implement the abdowe 25 policies and measures, we must contime our 
investigation and study and carefully work out a plan for modernizing agriculture stage 
by stage. After problems have been studied and correctly understood, resolute action 
should de taken to organise forees in various fields to efficiently and successfully 
solve such problems. 


1. To modernise agriculture, it is urgently necessary to arm our rural] cadres and agro- 
teehnicians with modern seience and tecmology and to have large numbers of experts with 
a greaep of modern agricultural seience and teenmology, a massive foree of agricultural 
scientists and technicians and an adequate number of up-to-standard agricultural colleges 
and sehools for training agroteehnicians and agriculturel managerial personnel. At the 
same time, efforts should be made to substantially raise the technological and cultural 
level of the broad masses of peasants, especially of young peasants. These tasks wil) 
take several, even more than 10 years to accomplish; 80 we must now set abdout tackling 
them and never relax our efforts even for a moment. It is necessary to thoroughly correct 
the erroneous view that highly modernised scientific research institutes and educational 
inetitutions are not necessary for agricultural modernization, that agricultural soeien- 
tifie research institutes and agricultural colleges are not essential and that the drive 
for agriculturel development does not require the active participation of experts. We 
met rapidly restore and improve conditions necessary for research and teaching in this 
regard. We must organize seientifiec and technolegical forees througout the country to 
study and solve seientifie and technological problems in agricultural modernisation. 


The central authorities should do a good job in running the Chinese Academy of Agricul- 
turel Sefenees, Beijing Agricultural College and some other key agricultural seientirioc 
research institutes and agriculture] colleges and schools. 
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All provinees, municipalities and autonomous regions should run well a munaber of agri- 
cultural sefentific research institutes, agriculture] eolleges and agricultural secondary 
schools, according to the agricultural sone plan, in order to gredually build a retionlly 
organised network of agrieulturel sefentifie and teehnologieal research linked with all 
branohes of agricultural seience. At the same time, efforts met de stepped up to pepu- 
larise teennology. The network of seientifie experiment at the county, commune, brigade 
and production team levels should be a network of technological popularization. Wits 

at and below county level should devote their apin energies to seientifie experinent, 
technological demonstration and popularisation and the training of agreteadhnicians. All 
lecalities should formulate plans as soen as possible, degin rotational training of county, 
commune and brigade cadres and train farm machine operetors, agroteemicians, finaneial 
personnel and accountants who are now urgently needed in the countryside. Within a fev 
years, all eadres should be trained in rotation and all commmes and brigades should have 
an adequate number of qualified farm machine operators, agroteemicians, finaneial per- 
eonnel and accountants. 


All educated young people who have gone to the countryside have attained certain educa- 
tional levele and have also gained some preetical experienee. They should be encouraged 
to devote themselves resolutely to developing agriculture. They should be admitted to 
agricultural eolleges. agroteenical secondary sqhools or training elasees according to 
their e@ueational levele and their individual cendition. Efferts sheuld be made to train 
them into a baekbone foree for developing a modern, large-seale agriculture. 


2. Teo modernise azgricuituve, vigorous efforts aust be made to achieve agricultural aeehani- 
sation in a planned way. Agricultural mechanization must be achieved according to actual 
conditions and the iequiresents of preduetion. It is necessary to import, aanufacture 

and popularise aivaneed agricultural machinery suited to our country's conditions. 
Praetieal efferte must be aade to manufacture complete sets of equipment, to do a good 

jod in maintenanee and repair ara to put farm machinery to full use in order to greatly 
raise labor productivity. 


Small hydroelectrie and theraal power stations should be built in the countryside according 
to awailable leeal reseurees. Vigerous efferts should be made to utilise aareh gas. Al) 
leealities should take eteps and set forth epecifie requirements for utilization of 

mareh gae according to local eonditions, inelude this in their plans for agriculture) 
eapital construetion, arrange and previde necessary funds and saterials for this purpose 
ané train teehniefans in this regard. It is necessary to use windpower and solar energy. 
All preetieal measures should be taken to expand sources of energy for agriculture) use. 


Water conservaney and pasture irrigation ehould be Geveloped aceording to the loeal eon- 
Gitions and, depending on different eituations in nerth and south, hrilly areas and plains 
and paddies and dry fialde, water should be diverted, stored or lifted [ti 2251) wherever 
possible; and epreay irrigation eshowld be gred@ually Geveleped so that all faraland will be 
brought under irrigation, irrigation and drainage will be properly eontrolled and output 
will be high and eteady. We met aceelerate production of chemicals and industrial 
pred@uete for agrieultureal use so that China's agriculture will gredually have an ade- 
quate supply of diveree, quality and inexpensive chemical fertiliser; agriculture) 
chemicals; plastic sheet: and herdicides te suit the needs of accelerated agricultural 
Gevelopment. The ministries of agriculture, forestry, state farm and land reclamation, 
water conservaney, power industry and eheaiecal industry must act in accordance with the 
needs of agricultural moiernigation and cooperate elosely to formulate in 1990 separate 
overall, long term plans for the realisation of agriculture) medernization, formulate 
practical annual implementation plane and earnestiy put them into effect. 
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3. To realise agriculture] modernization there must be a rational plan for agriculture as 
a whole, and regionalized and specialized production mst be gradually carried out in order 
to continuously reise the soeialization level in agricultural production. Without doing 
this, lerge-seale, overall mechanization of agriculture and large-scale and overell 
utilization of advanced seience and technology cannot be achieved. To achieve a balanced 
Gevelopment in agriculture, forestry and animal husbandry, different regions must take 

into *onsideration their naturel conditions and whether they are engaged in agriculture, 
forestry or animal husbandry in a eanner appropriate to local conditions; or they aay 

also emphasize one sector and develop a diversified economy properly. 


Departments eoncerned of the State Council and all areas must organize their manpower to 
complete in 5 years a general survey of soil and climate and other natural conditions, 
naturel resources as well as the population, traneportation and communications, industrial, 
commereial, scientific, educational and other social conditions throughout the country. 

On this foundation they must work in coordination with the local peasants and rural cadres 
who have rich experienee in order to jointly study and formulate a plan to gradually 
realize on different levels and within different scopes regionalization and special ization 
in production, and to preperly plan the eoordination of agricultural, forestry, animal 
husbdaniry, fishery, industrial, sideline oceupations, domestic and foreign trade, commni- 
cations and trenapertation, sefentific, edua tional, finaneial and trede and other sectors. 
On the casis of preparing these plans properly, we must also carry out experiments at 
seleeted units in a dam-to-earth manner, Sum wp our experiences in the course of 
practicing, and advanee orderly and systematically. 


&. The state's agricultural investment must stress the construetion of a number of 
comereial grain, economic ecrep, animal husbandry, fishery and forestry bases. These 
vases can be the existing state-run agriculture] enterprises that have been expanded, 
new state fares and collective farus developed from reclamation of wasteland or merged 
people's eommunes. All of them mast gredually utilize advanced mgchinery and equipaent 
and adopt seientific methods of production and management and must beeame large and 
modernized agricultural enterprises that have high laber preductivity and high ecumoedity 
proeduetion. In addition to ag. sulture, seme bases will also be engaged in processing 
agrieulturel and sideline pre@uets and in commerce and will gradually develop into 
complexes integreting agriculture, industry and commerce. Agriculture, forestry and 
ether seientific ani teehnological researeh units aust aaintain close ties with these 
vases and work in coordination with them in order to improve production technology. 
With sueh bases, the commercial grain, cotton, oil-bearing crops, sugar, fruits, live- 
stoek preduets, aquatic produets and forestry products needed by the state will be more 
reliably guarenteed. Developing the bases of commercial agricultural products is an 
important strategic measure in building a large-seale socialist modem agriculture. 
We must eoneentrate the necessary state investment and exert great efforts to cperate 
these bases well. 


5. Modernised industry, communications and trensportation are all indispensable, even 
for a moment, with regard te agriculture] mo@ernization. Within the next 2 to 5 years 
we must logically arrange the nation's agriculture-oriented industries and formilate plans 
aceording to the principle of specialization and ecsordination. These plans should be 
formalated in lignt ef the requirements of modernisation and taking into consideration 
special eonditions in China's agricul®fure and differing conditions and production needs 
in each area. Ve must premote econenics] and well-planned mass production of all types 
of ‘arm machines and all kinds of chenical products for fare use, continuously improve 
their quality and lower their costs. Based on actual needs, the ministries of agri- 
eultureal machinery end echeaical industry and other departments concerned must set up 
epeeialized companies, strengthen economic management and stress practical economic 
results to truly lift the agriculture-oriented industries. 
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The Minietry of Agricultura) Nachinery must concentrate its attention on the basic-level 
rural units in the various economic sones and set up farm machinery service companies to 
handle all supply, maintenance, renting, recovery, technieal and utilisation services of 
fare machinery and chemical products for farm use in order to provide promt cervice to 
the rurel communes and brigades and reduce their expenses. In communications and trans- 
portation, we must strive to build roads linking the cities, county seats and towmships 
with the rurel areas. By 1985 there should be vehicular communications between all 
counties and communes, and there should be simultaneous efforts to strengthen transporta- 
tien in the livestoex, forestry and fishery areas. 


6. We met, in accordance with sound economic principles, strive to build modern farm 
and livestock product processing industries. These industries must be concentrated in 
areas of production in order to make multiple use of local production rosources. Their 
locations must be well-lamed to adapt to local transportation conditions in order to 
faciliate supply and marketing between rure] areas and the cities and toms. Oly such 
measures can give full play to economic efficiency. The ministries of agriculture, 
reclamation, light industry, textile industry and commerce, and the supply and marketing 
general cooperative must coordinate with other conoerned organs of the State Council to 
sincerely consult with the various provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions in 
rapidly formating construction plans of building farm and livestock products processing 
industries, 


7. We mst carry out planned development o:* small towns and strengthen urban support to 
rural ereas. Thais is the only way of repidly realising agricultural modernisation and 
the four modernizations and of gradually closing the gaps between cities and the country- 
side and between workers and the peasants. There are 800 million people in China's 
rural areas with a labor foree of 500 million. In the course of agricultural modernisa- 
tion, there will inevitably be a large surplus labor foree in the rural areas, It will 
be neither possible nor necessary for this surplus labor foree to erowd into the large 
and medium-size cities, Besides, it is neither possible nor feasible to crow all 
industries and other construction projects into these cities. Therefore, we must make 
every effort to step up the eonstruction of emall cities and tows and gradually equip 
them with modern industries and communications; modern commereial service pr-f.ssions 
and modern education, science, cultural and health facilities; so that they }ecome 
vanguarad bases for transforming the outleck of the nation's rurel areas. “ere are over 
2,000 county seats, as well as county fairs and commune towmehips in our country, with 

a relatively well-developed economy. What iv urgently needed at present is increased 
planning to gredually accelerate their construction according to their individual needs 
and potential for economic development. We can also build step by step a number of satellite 
eities and toms on the outskirts of our big cities to strengthen their support to the 
rurel areas. Reijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Shenyang, Wuhan and other big cities must, 
under the leadership of local party committees, shoulder the ay | of helping 
several adjacent counties to realize agricultural modernisation. 


8. To realise agriculture] modernization, it is necessary to isplemant the principle 

of coneentrating all efforts on selected projects, working on one tract of land at a 
time and comleting one project after another. That is to say, we should advanee in 

a series of waves instead of covering the whole area with seattered efforts. Agricul- 
tural machinery should be use¢ in a concentrated way, complete with necessary auxiliary 
equipment. The finaneial and wterial resources for agricultural use should be managed 
in order of priority so that they can be fully and effectively utilised. Priority should 
be given to localities possessin:; the required conditions, and greater efforts should be 
wade in these local ities. 
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If production in these localities rises markedly and peasant inoomes inorease rapidly, 
that is good and not bad, because it will produce a great demonstrative and encouraging 
effect in the whole country. If we can concentrate our efforts first on a locality 
containing § pereent of the entire country's population, we will enable over 40 million 
people to increase their inoomes earlier, This is equivalent to a very large country and 
will greatly expand the domestic market. This will be an outstanding achievement and 
will be a tremendous inspiration to our 800 million peasants, 


The central authorities are of the opinion that the realisation of agricultural modernisa- 
tion is a brand new cause and that the points mentioned above cannot yet be regarded as 
mature views but should be continuously supplemented, revised and improved in the course 
of practice. The central authorities hope that party comnittees and governments at all 
levels, especially agricultural departments, the broad masses of rural cadres and agri- 
cultural scientific and technical education workers, should continue to go deep into 
reality, conscientiously do a good job of investigation and study and make more practical 
and effective efforts to push forward the great cause of agricultural modernisation. 


Iv. Strengthening the Leadership of the Party and the Government Over Agriculture 


Developing agricultural production at high speed and actively building a large-scale 
modernised agriculture is a magnificent cause of the whole party and the people of the 
entire country. It is mandatory that the entire party and country be mobilised te engage 
in agriculture vigorously. Party committees and governments at all central and lvcal 
levels should put agricultural work in the first place, regard the realisation of agri- 
cultural modernisation as an important target for which a protracted struggle should be 
carried o1¢ and realistically strengthen their leadership and lead our enormous and 
mighty forees in carrying out this great, historically unprecedented campaign. 


For a long time, in regard to directing and managing agriculture, some party committees 
and government organisations have habitually simply relied on administrative orders stipu- 
lating general measures and demanded that the lower level units and even rural communes 
and brigades implement them exactly the same way. Because this is divorced from reality 
and the masses, this method has often not produced the expected results, dampened peasant 
enthusiasm, caused losses in agricultural production and hindered the vitality and develop- 
ment of the rural economy; therefore, it should be changed in a conscientious manner. 


Party committees at all levels must pay close attention to the implementation of the 
party's line, principles and policies, firmly grasp the general prinoiples for accelerating 
agricultural development and achieving agricultural modernisation step by step, strengthen 
the building of rural party branches and bring into play the exemplary and leading role 

of party members. At the same time, they mst seriously do good ideol »gical and political 
work among the masses of cadres and peasants and properly combine politieal work with 
economic work to guarantee smooth fulfillment of the various production and construction 
tasks. As to specific jobs in agricultural production and construction, it is necessary 
to give full play to the role of the work organisations at various levels, letting thes 

Go their jobs independently and responsibly. The party committees should not concern 
themselves with or pay attention to everything. If the party committees get bogged 

down in specific professional jobs and if the party does not take care of party work 

but substitutes itself for the government, then not only will it be impossible for 

the government departments and agricultural enterprises and business wits to do their 
work in a planned and orderly manner with authority and responsibility commensurate to 
their funetions, but inevitably it also will weaken party leadership and even cause the 
loss of the party's leading role. 
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The state administrative departments should independently and responsibly carry out a series 
of work projects in managing agriculture; for example, national er regional production and 
construction planning; harnessing of major river systems and construction of large and nedium- 
sised water conservancy projects; construction of marketable grain, industrial erop, animal 
husbandry and fishery bases; construction of major forest areas and gresslands; research, 
Planning and implementation of mechanization which is essential for agriculture] medernisza- 
tion; surveys of natural resources and soil conditions and plans for their utilisation and 
transformation; research and popularisation of agricultural seienee and technology: planning 
ané conducting agricultural education; proper use and distribution of invevtments and 
materiale for agriculture; preparatory work, construction and operation of seed companies, 
fertiliser companies, feed companies and far machinery service companies: and so forth. 
All these are things the agriculture departm its and relevant business departments at 
various levels should do and must do well. To effectively strengthen work in this field, 
the State Agricultural Commission should be responsible for research and putting forward 
principles and policies on natiomide agricultural production and construetion and, jointly 
with the state planning commission, give unified leadership to the relevant departuents in 
formulating long-range and yearly agricultural plans; make overall arrangements on the dis- 
tribution and use of investments and materials for agriculture, examine, determine and guide 
the implementation of major agricultural construction projects both on a national seale or to 
be undertaken jointly by a number of provinoes and regions or by a number of departaents; 
coordinate the work among various agricultural departments, between agricultural and other 
departments and between central departments and local authorities, and solve major probdlens 
in agricultural work. 


There must be a clear division of labor and responsibility between the central departments 
and local departments in the management of agriculture. All matters that coneern the whole 
country or involve joint efforts * several provinces are the responsibility of the centre] 
departments. Ail matters that concer. an entire province or involve joint efforts by 
several counties are the responsibilit; of provineoial departments. The same principle 
applies to prefectures and counties. The higher authorities should not menopolise every- 
thing to the exclusion of the lower authorities, and the initiative of the lower authorities 
@hould be given full play. 


Administrative organizations at varicus levels should an@ must give necessary guidance to 
rural collective economic units in plaming production and construction. However, plans 
must be formulated according to the mass line and on the basis of full investige:ion and 
study from below, and they must go through consultations and discussions and stike an 
overall balance. Except where stipulated by law, no administrative orders should be used 
to force the commmnes and production brigades to implement plans. They should be allowed 
to act according to time and local conditions under the guidance of unified state planing 
in order to protect their right of decision in this respect and bring into play their 
initiative. In giving guidance in scientific farming to the communes and brigades, the 
concerned work departments and soientific research organisations should also strive to 
make the guidance scientific and suited to local conditions, and they met follow the 
principle of voluntary participation by the masses, use the method of demonstration by 
typical examples, which has long proven effective, and avoid giving arbitrary orders ané 
blind directions. 


To meet the requirements of this resolution, the modernisation of agriculture, we must 
basically improve our style and methods of leadership, revive and uphold the fine tradi- 
tions of seeking truth from facts, forging ties with the masses and promoting democracy, 
raise our standard and art of leadership and enhanee our ability to lead large-scale 
modern agriculture in the course of practice. We must consciously act acecrding to 
natural and econoaic laws and resolutely overcome the bad styles of not proceeding fron 
actual conditions, not stressing economic results, not respecting seience and net following 
the mass line. We must resolutely oppose subdjectiviem, bureaucracy and formalien, oppose 
all kinds of meetings, calls, vriefings, inspections and visite that cause auch waste in 
manpower and material resources and solve no problems; and oppose ell forms of red tape. 
We must firmly implement a system of responsibility under which there is a responsible 
person for every job and there is no link without someone in charge. 
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The important question is to study. Our cadres at all levels, leading cadres in particular, 
net only must contimne to conseientiously study Marxist-Leninist theories and strive to 
comprehensively and aceurately grasp Mao Zedong Thought as a seientific system and grasp 
the party's line and policies, but also should acquire the necessary scientific and tech- 
nological knowledge and economic knowledge, learn advanced agricultural management methods 
and strive to turn themselves into specialists for specific jobs. There must be regular 
end:strict examinations of caires, especially leading cadres, to make a clear distinetion 
vetween right and wrong, between merits and mistakes and between those meriting rewards 
and those deserving punishments. Those eadres who study well, do good work, have a good 
work style, Gare to emancipate their minds and dare to raise, study and solve problens 
should be rewarded and promoted. Those cadres who never study, long remain outsiders, 
echo others' views and Bungle their work should be transferred, criticised or punished, 

as necessary. Our tasks are extremely difficult and complex and we mst pay great atten- 
tion te G@iscovering, training and using talented people to form a nighty force of cadres 
who have both ability and political integrity and who are capable of leading and managing 
modern agriculture in order to carry out this great revolution on the agricultural front 
ef our country. 
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